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The quest for a permanent home for our local 
Zarathushti community has been aggressively 
revived, with the new ZAMWI board spearhead-
ing the effort. For over a decade, there have 
been equally spirited efforts made by ZAMWI 
and other groups. Alas, for a variety of reasons, 
we have been unable to realize our dreams of 
securing a permanent home for our community. 
 As mentioned at the ZAMWI general meet-
ing in March 2007, a group of local Zoroastri-
ans (known as the "Group of Five [G5]") con-
ducted a study on the status of the proposed 
Zoroastrian Center located on Hunter Mill Road 
in Virginia. This independent group of con-
cerned members took it upon themselves to 
come up with a way forward with regards to the 
Hunter Mill (HM) property, studied the merits 
and scope of a proposed construction plan pro-

vided by an independent non-profit group of 
Zarathushtis called ZCDMW (Vandsar), and 
offered options on how best to proceed. In 
drawing its conclusions, the G5 not only took 
into account the opinions of ZAMWI members, 
but also the direction and opinions of Vandsar. 
     The G5 report was submitted to the ZAMWI 
board for consideration earlier 

Educating Ourselves. Educating the World.  

 In director Stanely Kubrickõs 
visionary film ò2001 a Space 
Odyssey,ó based on re-
nowned Sri Lankan science 
fiction author Arthur C. 
Clarkeõs òThe Sentinel,ó a 
mysterious event triggers 
the evolution of a group of 
apes into humans, and later 
spurs manõs progress into a 
future stage. 
 Kubrick recognized 
Clarkeõs theme of human evo-
lution to echo a central feature 

of German philosopher Freder-
ick Nietzscheõs notion in òAlso 

Sprach Zarathush-
traó that it is hu-
man destiny to 
transcend to a 
òprogressive worldó 
as prophesied by 
Zarathushtra. Ku-
brickõs film thus 
dramatically begins 
with the opening 

bars of Richard Straussõ musical 
masterpiece bearing the title of 

Nietzscheõs book. Nietzsche 
who had studied Christianity as 
a young man, underwent a 
spiritual experience after he 
became acquainted with Zoro-
astrian texts relating to the 
struggle for good against evil.  
As narrated by Paul Kriwaczek 
in òIn Search of Zarathushtra,ó 
Nietzscheõs daily walk took him 
through lush green flower-
strewn meadows and made him 
ponder over the cosmic strug-
gle depicted by Zarathushtra. 
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dier Behram Panthaki, the 
volunteer teachers, the par-
ents who set aside two Sun-
days every month and drive to 
Tilden (whether itõs one mile 
or 50 miles, each way), the 
volunteers who year-after-year 
make our annual Sports Day, 
Bowling, and Bike Rides a 
success, and the grandparents 
who support us in so many 

ways. 

 

 
 It is sacrifice, compromise, 
and dedication from every 
individual that makes a com-
munity grow and flourish; at 
Avesta Class we have the best 
of the best. 

Hama zor beem, hama ashu 
beem.  

As we begin our 12th year of 
Avesta Classes, we reflect on 
the past and what is to come.  
We are Zoroastrians from all 
walks of life who have come 
together to ensure a better 
future for our children.  We 
have grown together, under-
standing our differences and 
celebrating our common heri-
tage.  No matter from whence 
we came, we are committed 
to following the path of Asha 
and holding on to the princi-
ples imparted to us by Asho 
Zarathustra. 
 We have grown from 15 
children at Hunter Mill Road 
to 80 (and still counting!) at 
Tilden Middle School.  We 
have the largest number of 
students, and meet more of-
ten, than any other associa-
tion on the East Coast, even 
though we do not have a 
Center of our own. All this is 
possible only because of the 
devotion of our Ervad Briga-

DID YOU KNOW?  

Zoroastrians celebrate 

6  religious festivals, 

called Gahambars  

that correspond with 

the 6 phases of crea-

tion as mentioned in 

the Avesta.  
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Humata. Hukta. Hurvashta.  

 Most of us have experienced 
that we take to prayer more 
seriously and with greater con-
centration when faced with diffi-
culty. 
 In Zoroastrianism, prayers 
are not meant to ask Ahura 
Mazda for material gains but 
for the general good of man-
kind in the belief that the good 
of all would lead to the good of 
the individual.  So what should 
we pray?  Some lay greater 
emphasis on the meaning of 
our prayers while there are 
those for whom the rituals are 
equally important. 
 It really does not matter 

Prayer  Most of 
us turn to God 
in prayer for 
selfish motives; 
we seek prosper-
ity, happiness, 
safety and good 
health and ask 
the Almighty to 
bless us with 
material pros-
perity. Some of 

us pray from habit, because we 
do not doubt the efficacy of 
prayer and hope our wish list 
will be fulfilled. Still others 
never pray because they believe 
in destiny. 

which prayer we decide to re-
cite, or how, when or where we 
pray.  What is important is the 
devotion, sincerity and concen-
tration we bring to bear on our 
mind while engaging with our 
Creator. 
 It is important that we re-
member our Creator, Ahura 
Mazda, at least once in a day.  
Reciting just the Yatha Ahu 
Vairyo and Ashem Vohu with 
devotion and concentration will 
have more meaning than say-
ing prayers for over half an 
hour while our minds wander in 
some distant field in pursuit of 
materialism. 

Avesta Class Update  

Ervad Brigadier Behram Panthaki, behrampanthanki@hotmail.com 

Mina Aidun & Rubina Patel (Mfaidun@cox.net & RubinaJP@aol.com) 

ţWhat is impor-

tant is the devo-

tion, sincerity and 

concentration we 

bring to bear on 

our mind while 

engaging with our 

Maker.Ť 
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The Young Zarathushti  

ing to how our Zoroastrian 
population was small and get-
ting smaller. 
 Iõm not going lie, it was 
quite depressing. 
 After a couple days of pon-
dering, and a six month trip to 
Sweden, I decided to get in-
volved and take action. So, I 
ran for a ZAMWI board posi-
tion, and was soon after 
elected as a Trustee-at-Large. 
 I have also been appointed 
the ZAMWI Youth Chair, which 
basically means I get to rally my 
fellow Zarathushti youth to get 
involved with me. Did I mention 
that this isnõt just about our 
religion and taking-on serious 
social causes? I want to make it 
equally about coming together 
as a group, getting to know 
each other better, doing things 
that mean something to all of 
us, ultimately having some fun! 

 This being my first time as 
an active ZAMWI member, I 
hope to do some good by 
strengthening our youth com-
munity. I plan on organizing 
youth-focused events for us 
throughout the year, while try-
ing to promote awareness 
about our religion to our sur-
rounding communities and the 
DC-area at-large. Iõll be post-
ing all of these events and ac-
tivities on the Yahoo ZAMWI 
youth group board ñ Yahoo 
Group Name: zyouth, or go to 
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/zyouth/. 
 If anyone has any questions, 
comments, concerns, input, or 
really has a great brownie rec-
ipe, please feel free to contact 
me by email at 
zubin1@umbc.edu. 

What can I say about my self 
that has not already been 
spread like a virus throughout 
our community? I am a senior 
at the University of Maryland 
Baltimore County (UMBC), 
studying health administration 
and public policy. My extra-
curricular activities include be-
ing a fundraising chair for 
Habitat for Humanity, the Fenc-
ing Club, and a ZAMWI Trustee
-at-Large. What can I say, I 
work best under pressure. I 
have been a member of 
ZAMWI my entire life. But, it 
took me some time (almost 20 
years) to get really involved in 
our community. 
 The foot that kicked me in 
the face and got me involved 
was an article about Zoroas-
trianism in  the New York Times 
ñ Zoroastrians Keep the Faith, 
and Keep Dwindling ñ  relat-

including Ratan Tata, played 
to a packed audience. 
 The FEZANA Awards Com-
mittee honored the recipients 
of the 2007 North American 
Zarathushti Community 
Awards at a special luncheon.  
The highlight of the Congress 
was the performance by the 
World Zoroastrian Symphony 
Orchestra, conducted by Mr. 
Farobag Cooper. 
 FEZANA has been active 
on many fronts, including rep-
resentation at international 
conferences.  At the beginning 
of September, FEZANA sent a 
contingent of Zoroastrian 
community and interfaith 
leaders from the US and India 
to represent FEZANA at the 
60th Annual UN DPI/NGO 
Conference on Climate 

Change at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. 
 In October, the Zoroas-
trian Youth of North America 
(ZYNA), FEZANAõs youth arm, 
in conjunction with the Zoro-
astrian Association of Chicago 
will host the òThe Next Gen-
eration Now Conference.ó  
This conference will focus on 
panel presentations, town-hall 
style sessions, and networking 
seminars focused on inter 
generational issues. 
 FEZANA continues to re-
main active in the areas of 
media relations, community 
outreach and in strengthening 
the dialogue between different 
associations and FEZANA. 

The 14th North American Zo-
roastrian Congress was held 
in Toronto, Canada from June 
29 ð July 2, 2007. There was 
strong representation from 
ZAMWI at this Congress, 
which was attended by over 
600 participants from all over 
the world.  The Congress was 
hosted by the Zoroastrian So-
ciety of Ontario (ZSO) in con-
junction with FEZANA.  The 
Congress theme, òImpact ð 
Unleash the Spark Withinó, 
was highlighted by many ses-
sions on Zoroastrian culture 
and literature, entrepreneur-
ship, the impact of Zoroas-
trianism on other religions, 
and media perception. A tele-
conference between the con-
gress participants and major 
Parsi industrialists in India, 

FEZANA Update 

Shehernaz Verahrami, sjoshi@law.gwu.edu 

Zubin Mistry, zubin1@umbc.edu 

The foot that 

kicked me in the 

face and got 

me involved was 

an article about 

Zoroastrianism in  

the New York 

Timesũ relating 

to how our Zoro-

astrian popula-

tion was small 

and getting 

smaller.Ť 

ţI solemnly dedicate 

myself to the excel-

lent religion of Mazda

-worship which ends 

strife, promotes non -

violence, self -sacrifice 

and holiness.Ť   

  (Yasna 12.9)  

mailto:zubin1@umbc.edu
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Educating Ourselves... (continued from Pg. 1)  
Nietzsche then wrote: I sat 
there waiting ð not for any-
thing. Beyond good and evil, 
enjoying now the light. Now 
the shade, now only play, now 
the lake, now the noon, wholly 
time without end. Then sud-
denly, friend, one became 
two. And Zarathushtra passed 
me by. 
 This episode of the con-
sciousness in Western philoso-
phy of Zarathushtraõs teach-
ings and its later capture into 
popular culture was one as-
pect of Zoroastrianism that I 
presented at a local Syna-
gogue at the invitation of the 
Interfaith Conference of 
Washington (IFC). The audi-
ence of Jewish high school 
students unaware of Zoroas-
trian ð Jewish interaction in 
Babylonia asked many ques-
tions about the early relation-
ship between the two faiths. 
The IFC has regularly been 
introducing Zoroastrianism to 
other faiths in the DC area.  
 
IFC 
The main interfaith effort this 
year was spearheaded in a 
scholarly paper on Zoroas-
trianism prepared by Brigadier 
Behram Panthaki for the IFC 
Board.  I had the privilege of 
making an oral presentation 
to the Board to accompany 
Behramõs paper. The IFC is 
including the paper in its 
òTeaching About Religion Pro-
jectó for use by high school 
students this fall in Montgom-
ery County public schools. 
 
Adult Discussion Group.  
Our home-based activities 
were enriched by our own 
members who displayed a 
range of thinking on Zoroas-
trianism during the adult dis-
cussion classes held as an 
adjunct to the highly popular 
Avesta classes for our youth. 

Fereydoon Keshavarz led a 
lively discussion of the book 
Mazda Khoda Nist (Mazda Is 
Not God). The notes of the 
discussion were posted on the 
ZAMWI Yahoo Groups discus-
sion forum. Some of the 
points made by Fereydoon 
were: - The Word Mazda ap-
pears many times in the 

Gathas and so does the word 
Ahura. Occasionally, the word 
Ahura is used interchangeably 
with the word Mazda. How-
ever, the term Ahuramazda 
does not appear in the 
Gathas. - The closest refer-
ence to God that Zoroaster 
makes in the Gathas is 
Mazda. - Da is the root of the 
word Danesh (Knowledge). In 
Modern Farsi, Danesh has 
replaced Da. Danesh is the 
knowledge that the human 
race possesses. Da is all the 
knowledge that the human 
race does not yet possess plus 
all the knowledge that the 
human race does possess. Da 
exists, whether we grasp it or 
not. Once grasped, it be-
comes Danesh. - Maz Da 
means the big Da. This is the 
accumulation of all Da/
Danesh/Knowledge. If we 
grasp all the Da, we know 
everything there is to know. - 
Mazda is not God, it is the 
foundation of all creation/
existence. 

 Another presentation was 
made by Dinyar Patel on A 
Return To Iran: Direct And 
Indirect Colonial Assistance To 
Iranian Zoroastrians. His pa-
per covered the status of the 
Iranian Zoroastrian commu-
nity during the 19th century 
due to persecution; Parsi ef-
forts to ameliorate their condi-
tion and to pressure the Shah 
to curb repression; the devel-
opment of a modern and vi-
brant Iranian Zoroastrian 
community as they entered 
business, migrated to Tehran, 
and began to prosper. 
 Dinyar drew parallels be-
tween the development of the 
modern Parsi and Iranian 
communities, such as migra-
tion to urban centers, transfor-
mation of the priestly class, 
impact on education, the re-
formist movement, and politi-
cal involvement.  The talk 
ended with the role of Iranian 
Zoroastrians in the 1905 
Constitutional Revolution and 
how Zoroastrians became one 
of the most respected commu-
nities in Iran thereafter. 
 We rounded out the dis-
cussions with a panoramic 
sweep of the growth and 
changes in Zoroastrianism 
through the ages given by our 
versatile founding-President, 
Adi Davar. Adi has a compre-
hensive knowledge of the sub-
ject which he has willingly 
shared with us time and 
again. The talk was video-
taped and we hope to share 
the transcript in a future issue. 
 Attendance at the classes 
is steadily growing. We plan 
to have an equally interesting 
program for the 2007-2008 
session and would welcome 
suggestions for speakers and 
topics. 

ţRemember, the 

entrance door 

to the sanctuary 

is inside you.Ť 

Mevlana Rumi, 

celebrated Turkish 

poet, who advo-

cated unlimited 

tolerance, positive 

reasoning, good-

ness, charity and 

awareness 

through love.  


